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Handwriting at Trafalgar 

  

  Aims  

Here at Trafalgar, we are very proud of our pupils’ handwriting. Handwriting is a key skill that influences the quality 

of work throughout the curriculum and the ease with which children can share their thoughts and ideas.  

  

By the end of Year 2, pupils should be able to:    

 know the importance of clear and neat presentation to communicate meaning effectively.   

 form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place.    

 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.  

 form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation, and relationship to one another and to lowercase 

letters.  

 use spacing between words that reflect the size of the letters.  

 Join some letters (beginning with digraphs).  

  

Curriculum Expectations for each year group 

  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills Children at the 
expected level of development will:  

• Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent writing – using 
the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

 

ELG: Writing Children at the expected 
level of development will:  

• Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 sit correctly at a table, holding a 

pencil comfortably and correctly 
 begin to form lower-case letters in 

the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place 

 form capital letters 
 form digits 0-9 
 understand which letters belong 

to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie 
letters that are formed in similar 
ways) and to practise these 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 form lower-case letters of the 

correct size relative to one 
another 

 start using some of the diagonal 
and horizontal strokes needed to 
join letters and understand which 
letters, when adjacent to one 
another, are best left unjoined 

 write capital letters and digits of 
the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to 
lower-case letters 

 use spacing between words that 
reflects the size of the letters 

 

 

  Consistency throughout the school  

All classes will support children to enjoy learning and developing their handwriting, with a sense of achievement and 

pride.  

In all classes at Trafalgar: 

● All children are taught using the same Little Wandle patter (see next page). This includes lower case and  

        upper case letter formation and numeral formation.  

 Once all graphemes have been taught, handwriting teaching will focus on the different handwriting ‘families’  

● Teachers model our exemplar handwriting in their modelling and marking.  

● Children should not use rubbers to correct work, except when ‘publishing’. 

For Reception: 

 Children will be taught letter formation daily as part of their phonic sessions 

 There will be 2x 15-minute whole class fine motor sessions weekly. 



 All children will complete an adult-led writing activity weekly, where pencil grip will be modelled and supported 

and children will write at tables in books or on paper. 

For KS1 classes (Year 1, and Year 2):  

● All classes will do handwriting for 45 minutes every week. This is taught in 15-minute direct, discreet teaching sessions 

three times per week.  

● Children will practise handwriting in handwriting books and in English books. 

 

All children in year 2 will be taught to join digraphs. 

These expectations are linked to the Greenway Academy’s handwriting expectations (our linked junior school) - see:  

https://www.greenwayacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5705&type=pdf  

  

For more information on strategies we use to help children develop their handwriting skills, please see the ‘Handwriting 

Supporting Documents’ addendum.  

  Letter Handwriting Families at Trafalgar  

 At Trafalgar, we teach the letters in the following groups:  

1. Curly Caterpillar Family (anticlockwise movements)  a, c, d, e, f, g, o, q, s  

2. Long Ladder Family (mainly down and round movements) i, j, l, t, u, y  

3. One Armed Robot Family (down, up, and over movements) b, h, k, m, n, p, r  

4. Zig-Zag Monster Family (diagonal movements) v, w, x, z  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greenwayacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5705&type=pdf
https://www.greenwayacademy.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=5705&type=pdf


Little Wandle Letter Formation Patter (in order of graphemes taught) 



  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Numeral formation and patter 

 


