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Handwriting at Trafalgar 

Aims 

Here at Trafalgar, we are very proud of our pupils’ handwriting. Handwriting is a 

basic skill that influences the quality of work throughout the curriculum.  

 By the end of Year 2, pupils should be able to: -  

 know the importance of a clear and neat presentation to communicate 

meaning effectively.  

 form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place.  

 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another.  

  form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation, and 

relationship to one another and to lower-case letters.  

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Consistency throughout the school  

Our aim is to help pupils enjoy learning and developing their handwriting, with 

a sense of achievement and pride. Pupils should be encouraged to take pride 

in the presentation of their work.  

Pupils should experience coherence and continuity in the learning and 

teaching of handwriting across all school years.  

At Trafalgar, we have the following expectations for classes (Reception, 

Year 1, and Year 2):  

● All classes do handwriting for 40 minutes every week. This is taught in 

direct, discreet teaching sessions and also in phonic sessions.  

● Children’s writing should be in pencil.  

● Children should not use rubbers, erasers, or liquid paper to correct work.  

● All children in the school are taught using the same ‘patter’ (see next 

page), which is clearly displayed in every classroom. This includes lower case 

and upper-case letter formation and numeral formation.  

● Teachers model our exemplar handwriting in their modelling and marking. 

Once pupils are secure in their handwriting formation, pupils will be 

encouraged to start joining letters.  

 Children use pupil polishing pens for editing work.  



 

Little Wandle handwriting patter used at Trafalgar Community Infant School 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


